Our Sustainable Journey

NATURAL

QUALITY
SUSTAINABILITY

Who we are
They’re on a mission from Nature, they adore the Verdejo grape variety,
and their goal is to restore their vineyards to an original state of grace,

this project is known as The Verdejo Concept.
These are the Sanz siblings, who with five generations of viticulturalists
and winemakers behind them, launched their very own project in 2005:
Menade. If you look hard, you’ll spy them immersed in the stony terrain
of their estate doing their level best in and for their own very particular
environment, where, with their team, they’ve managed to recover a
biodiversity and nature-scape all too rare in Castilla y León not only
thanks to its harsh climatic conditions but due to human shortcomings.

Back to Nature
Our key aim is that tradition and technology work in
unison and that our vines be truly cosseted.
We work in tune with the environment, using the many
natural resources available, and exercise healthcare on
the bases of proven, age old practical cultural conditions.
At Menade, we use no chemical treatments opting
instead for a natural approach consisting of plant-based
infusions which are kinder on the soil, plants and
naturally occurring yeasts.

Our Values
FREE SOILS
As a result of ecologial work, our soil has been gaining in
population, not only in quantity but also in variety; there are a
lot more microbial flora and fauna, bacteria, yeasts and

insects.
REDUCING NITROGEN FOOTPRINT

We are not using nitrogen fertilisers anymore, we have opted
instead for planting vegetation cover to get a natural
contribution of this compound.
OZONE CONTACT TREATMENT
Menade vineyards are treated with ozone to then apply

trichoderma fungus, as this approach constitudes a living and
self-regulating biological entity that reacts quickly to the
appearance of unwanted diseases and infections.

MobileTrees
These are planted on trailers some 3 metres high, so that they can be
towed out into the very different parcels of the vineyard and we can
study their environmental impact – in other words, how, in the
interests of further biodiversity, they might benefit the eco system.
The aim of this experiment is to ultimately plant different parcels of our
vineyards with those varieties that prove most beneficial and
adaptable and harmonize rather than restructure the many
components of our living landscape.

Pollination Garden
This polyspecific area consists of species
INSECT HOTEL

indigenous to Castilla y León and buzzes with life
all year round. We have perennial/evergreen
species a multitude of deciduous ones too and the
latter, who are often only with us for the spring,
provide our many insects with a short-lived multicoloured feast.
The 40 or so species who inhabit our grand
Hotel function at a variety of depths and so on one
level we have short stemmed aromatic plants such
as lavender and sage as well as different types of

rosemary.

Farm life
Menade is now buzzing with life, in a region that looks ever
more sterile, we´re on a crusade to bring it back to our
backyard in a major way.
Our delightful long haired donkeys not only lift our spirits but
contribute big time to the new world that we are creating. Our
many insects love them too and their organic droppings are
also most useful.
For company they have hens, geese, dogs, ducks and
peacokcs. Further plans are afoot to increase this new
community.

